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West Kirby Sailing Club

GP14 Open meeting 

(Part of the Northern Bell series)
22nd June 2019
Sailing Instructions

1. Rules

a. Racing will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) and the rules of the GP14 Class Association, except as changed by these sailing instructions or as stated in any supplementary Sailing Instructions.
b. Competitors should note that West Kirby Sailing Club implements the RYA Charter and that they will be required to undertake to sail in compliance with the Charter, which can be found at the front of the RYA rule book (The Racing Rules of Sailing) 

2. Entries

a. Eligible boats and competitors may enter by completing registration at the clubhouse between 9am and 11 am on Saturday 22nd June. 
b. Eligible boats must have:-

i. A current measurement certificate available for inspection

ii. A minimum of £3,000,000 third party insurance, and

iii. Shall use correctly numbered sails unless prior written permission is given by the Race Committee, varying RRS rule 77.

c.     Eligible competitors for the Northern Bell series will be members of the GP14 Class Association.

3. Notice to Competitors

a. Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board outside the front of the clubhouse (facing the boat yard) or as advised on the day at the pre-race briefing.
b. A pre-race briefing will be held at the clubhouse at 11 am on 22nd June.  Further briefings may take place at the discretion of the race committee.

4. Change of Sailing Instructions

a. Any changes to the sailing instructions will be posted at least 30 minutes before the warning signal of the race concerned.

5. Signals
a. Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flag pole in front of the clubhouse.

b. Flag AP with 2 sound signals (one sound when lowered) means “The race is postponed: the warning signal will be made not less than 15 minutes after the AP has been lowered.”

c.    Flag L over a numbered flag with one sound signal means a change in sailing instructions, the numeral pennant indicating the amendment number.
6. Safety

a. All competitors must wear an adequate personal flotation device must be worn at all times on the water.  Those not doing so will be disqualified from that race without a hearing.  Wet suits and dry suits are not adequate personal buoyancy.  
7. Schedule of Races

a. WKSC aims to run a series of 4 races allowing for one discard over Saturday.
b. Race 1: 12.00 or as soon as possible thereafter.
c.     Race 2: will follow as soon as possible after race 1.
d. All further races will follow on at the race officer’s discretion.  Further information will be given at the briefing.
8. Class Flag

a. The class flag will be Code Flag ‘G’. 
9. Racing Area

a. Racing will take place on the Dee Estuary and West Kirby marine lake.
10. Course

a. The course for each race will be indicated on the course notice board located by the front entrance to the club or as directed by the race officer on the water from the start boat or starting position ashore. 
11. Marks

a. Course marks and the sequence of rounding will be described by the Race Officer at the briefing.
12. The Start
a. For all races the starting sequence will be 3, 2, 1 go, to optimise racing time.
b. The starting line will be between the WKSC and an outer distance mark.

c.     A boat shall not start later than five minutes after her starting signal.

d.     An inner limit mark may be laid adjacent to the committee boat.   A boat entering the triangle formed by the inner limit mark and the ends of the race committee boat will be disqualified without a hearing, changing rule 63.1.

e. When a boat is over the start line at the start of the race, a sound signal shall be made and Code Flag “X” will be raised.  The “X” Flag will be lowered either when all boats have returned or after 1 minute (amending RRS rule 29.1).
13. Change of Course after the Start

14. A change of course after the start will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not then be in position. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated to maintain the original course configuration. 

15. Rule 33 is amended so that 

2.1. the compass bearing may be displayed and 

2.2. a change of direction will be signaled by displaying flag C over a green or red flag indicating that the new bearing lies either to starboard or port respectively of its previous one.

16. Finishing

a. The finishing line will be between the mast flying the WKSC burgee and a S Flag and the outer distance mark.

17. Time Limits

a. The time limit for the first boat will be 45 minutes. The time limit for the rest of the boats will be 20 minutes after the first boat.

b. When 10% or fewer of the starters have not finished, the race officer may award places to them.  When a race is completed in this way, Flag “A” will be displayed with two sound signals.  No application for redress may be made as a result of this instruction, amending RRS rule 62.1.
18. Replacement of Crew or Equipment

a.     Substitution of competitors will not be allowed without the prior written approval of the race committee.

b. Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed unless authorised by the race committee. Requests shall be made to the race committee at the first reasonable opportunity.

19. Protests, Exoneration Penalty and Arbitration

a. Protests shall be written on the forms available on the official notice board and delivered to the race officer or assistance within the protest time, which is 30 minutes after the last boat comes ashore.

b. Protest notices will be posted within 30 minutes of the protest time limit, to inform competitors where and when there is to be a meeting to which they are parties or named as witnesses.

c.    Exoneration Penalty.  A boat that may have broken a rule of part 2 of the RRS, or rule 31.1 or 42, may after finishing the race and before the start of a protest hearing, notify the race committee that she accepts a scoring penalty of 30% of the number of boats ranked as starters (decimal places of 0.5 or greater being rounded up to the next whole number and decimal places of less than 0.5 being rounded down to the next whole number), subject to a minimum of 2 and a total shore not more than the number of boats ranked as started in that race.  This penalty does not reverse an OCS score, a disqualification under RRS rule 30.3 or a penalty under Appendix P.  It is not available to a boat that has caused injury or serious damage, or gained a significant advantage by her breach: in these circumstances, her penalty is to retire.

d. RYA Arbitration.  When a protest or request for redress is lodged, a boat may, at the same time request RYA Arbitration.  If the parties and arbitrator agree that RYA Arbitration is suitable, the arbitrator will call a hearing conforming to Section B of Part 5 of the RRS, except that RRS rule 64.1 will not apply.  Instead, when the arbitration decides that a boat that is party to the hearing broke a rule for which the Exoneration Penalty is available, the party will be invited to accept the penalty and, if accepted, the protesting boat will withdraw the protest, changing RRS rule 63.1.  RRS rule 66 will not apply to the arbitration decision.

e. When there is not agreement to use RYA Arbitration, or the Exoneration Penalty is not applicable to the facts, there will be a normal protest hearing at which the arbitrator may be a member of the protest committee.  A boat may accept an Exoneration Penalty, or retire, at any time before the start of the protest hearing.

f.    When redress is offered and accepted at RYA Arbitration, the race committee may seek to have this reviewed by asking for a full hearing.  When redress is offered and not accepted, or not offered at all, the boat may have her request heard before a protest committee.

20. Scoring

I. Two races shall be completed to constitute a valid Open Meeting. 
II. When fewer than 4 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores. 
III. When 4 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores, excluding her worst scores.
21. Prizes

a. The following trophies and prizes will be awarded:

i. There will be prizes for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd place overall, 1st WKSC boat and best placed Junior.
ii. Providing the number of entries allows it, there may be additional prizes at the discretion of the race committee.
22. Safety Regulations

a. A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible
23. Liabilities

a. RRS Rule 4 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone.” Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently involves an element of risk. By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that:

i. They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport   and accept responsibility for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part in the event;

ii. They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other property whether afloat or ashore; 

iii. They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own actions or omission; 

iv. Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate; 

v. The provision of a race management team, patrol boats and other officials and volunteers by the event organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; 

vi. The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather conditions, as can practically be provided in the circumstances; 

vii. Their boat is adequately insured, with cover of at least £3,000,000 against third party claims;

West Kirby Sailing Club
